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The 2008-2009 academic year for the UNC 
Department of City and Regional Planning (DCRP) was 
characterized by phenomenal growth and change.  In 
August 2008, DCRP opened its doors to the department’s 
largest group of Master’s students in the history of the 
department. With 55 ﬁrst-year students, 47 second-year 
students, and 23 new and returning Ph.D. candidates, the 
department is simply bursting with student activity. 
  Prompted by a record 235 applicants this year—due 
in part to the national economic crisis and to UNC’s 
ranking by Planetizen.com as the nation’s #3 graduate 
planning program for the second consecutive year—
DCRP  launched an intensive faculty search.   After 
candidates from across the nation were selected for an 
extensive interview process, which included individual 
and group meetings with faculty, a presentation to 
students and faculty, and informal sessions with 
students, the department hired Nikhil Kaza for a tenure-
track position within the Land Use and Environmental 
Planning specialization.  Kaza was trained in architecture 
and mathematics before earning his Ph.D. in Regional 
Planning at the University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign. 
He has a particular interest in complex systems and 
decision making.  
 In addition to the presentations made by faculty 
candidates, the DCRP Speaker’s Committee sponsored 
numerous additional presentations by leaders in the ﬁeld 
of planning, including:
• Norman Krumholz, New Roles and New Status for 
Planners, on October 9, 2008 (See the exclusive 
Carolina Planning interview on page 3)
• Dr. William Rohe, A Socialist Growth Machine? 
Urban Revitalization Lessons from Barcelona, on 
October 29, 2008
• Cliff Rosenthal, Community Development Finance 
in a Changed World, on February 12, 2009
• Dr. Timothy Beatley, Planning for Resilient Cities, 
on February 19, 2009 (See our exclusive interview 
on page 47)
• Daniel Douglas, Processes, Places and Spaces for 




The two following reports provide an overview of the many activities within the City and Regional Plan-
ning Department at the University of North Carolina.  Katherine Hebert touches on the events of the past 
academic year, while Julie Lawhorn highlights the work of the Diversity Committee.  This group is one of a 
number of committees on which master’s students routinely serve, seeking to facilitate communication with 
faculty, enhance the curriculum with speakers and trips, and help plan for the future of the department. 
DCRP Experiences Unprecedented Growth
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 DCRP also co-hosted a panel discussion on “The 
Politics of Planning” with the North Carolina Chapter of 
the American Planning Association, introducing students 
to statewide leaders in the public and private planning 
sectors. 
 Other student activities this year included another 
successful  Diverse Communities Bus Tour in Durham, 
the March Open House for prospective students, a visit 
to the historic Stagville plantation, and a Habitat for 
Humanity volunteer day. 
 DCRP students have also garnered impressive 
recognitions this year: Erin Deignan kicked off the fall 
semester with a presentation at the NCAPA conference 
entitled “Sturdy, Homegrown Economic Development: 
Theories Behind the Success and Limitations of 
HandMade in America.”  A few months later, two ﬁrst-
year students, Robert Edgecombe and Paul Winn, placed 
ﬁrst and second, respectively, in the Transportation 
Research Board Conference’s poster competition in 
Washington, D.C.
 As our second-year students look forward to 
graduation and the daunting task of ﬁnding employment 
in less-than-ideal economic conditions, DCRP continues 
to grow stronger, expanding the DCRP family and 
continuing its tradition of high-quality education in the 
ﬁeld of urban and regional planning.
DCRP Diversity Committee Update
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Reggie Jones, Parrish Street Project Coordinator for Durham’s Ofﬁce of Economic and Workforce Development, walks 
the group of students down Parrish Street.  This area was once known as Black Wall Street due to the numbers of black pro-
fessionals and ﬁnancial executives with ofﬁces there.  Photo by Jock Lauterer.
 The Diversity Committee at DCRP aims to increase 
awareness about issues of equity, race, and poverty in 
the planning discourse at UNC.  While planning theory 
increasingly takes notice of communities that have 
traditionally been marginalized, the profession itself is not 
yet reﬂective of a wide range of backgrounds.  Two ways 
of addressing this shortage are to support departmental 
efforts to hire minority faculty, and to improve recruiting 
strategies to attract and retain diverse applicants to the 
graduate program.  Currently the department receives a 
modestly diverse applicant pool, but struggles to attract 
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minority students for ﬁnal admission decisions.  
 The Diversity Committee decides upon a few key 
projects each year based upon student and faculty interests. 
Although students are usually involved for only one or 
two years, Professors Mai Nguyen and Phil Berke have 
provided consistent leadership and helped guide students’ 
energy into concrete actions.  This year, in an effort to 
publicize the department and its high national ranking, 
as well as its diverse faculty members and their research 
interests, the Diversity Committee designed a poster for 
the intentional recruitment of diverse applicants. The 
poster will enhance the program’s visibility and promote 
the planning profession.   In Fall 2009, it will be used to 
recruit potential students from the UNC undergraduate 
community as well as from Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs) within North Carolina.  The 
Diversity Committee selected this strategy based upon 
the assumption that local students from North Carolina 
and the surrounding region may be more likely to stay 
in state, and that DCRP could beneﬁt from encouraging 
these students to apply.  The poster design was provided 
by Professor Thomas Campanella and adapted by DCRP 
students Erin Gillespie and Megan Cullers.  
 Other Diversity Committee activities during the 
2008-2009 academic year included: 
• Organizing the Second Annual Diverse 
Communities Bus Tour of Durham in January 
for approximately 50 students, faculty and 
staff
• Sponsoring a ﬁeld trip to Historic Stagville 
• Building relationships with the UNC Graduate 
School and regional planning leaders concerned 
about diversity in planning issues
 The students of the Diversity Committee would like 
to thank Professors Mai Nguyen, Thomas Campanella, 
Phil Berke, Emil Malizia, and Roberto Quercia for their 
continued guidance and support.
Earl Phillips, Northeast Central Durham Executive Director, leads a tour of Golden Belt.  The 1900 structure was reno-
vated in 2008 and houses the Durham Ofﬁce of Community Development as well as artists’ studios and lofts.   Photo by Jock 
Lauterer.
